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CONFIDENTIAL GABORONE 0625 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PFOR, BC, RH 

SUBJECT: LONDON PRESS REPORTS ON ALLEGED CLOSING OF 
BOTSWANA-RHODESIA RAIL LINK 

REF: LONDON 6870 

1. EMBASSY HAS SPOKEN WITH ACTING SECRETARY FOR EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS MPUCHANE ON LONDON PRESS CLAIMS THAT BOTSWANA WOULD 
CLOSE RAIL LINK TO RHODESIA. MPUCHANE STATES THAT HE HAS NO 
KNOWLEDGE OF SUCH A PLANNED ACTION BY BOTSWANA AND FEELS THAT 
THIS STORY IS A RESULT OF DISCUSSION AT COMMONWEALTH CONFERENCE 
MEETING OF COMPENSATION PLAN FOR MOZAMBIQUE. 

2. COMMENT: BOTSWANA IS HEAVILY DEPENDENT ON RHODESIA 

AND SOUTH AFRICA AND RAIL LINK (THE ONLY RAILROAD IN BOTSWANA) 

IS VITAL FOR BOTSWANA'S EXISTENCE. IT WOULD THEREFORE BE 
DIFFICULT FOR GOB TO MAKE SUCH A DECISION UNLESS UK, PRC 
OR OTHERS GAVE ASSURANCES THAT BOTSWANA'S ECONOMY WOULD 
NOT BE ADVERSELY AFFECTED BY SUCH ACTION. 
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